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THE “P.R.” letter bag. 


[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents.'] 


Dear Editor,— We often tell our little ones of the pnor children j n 
towns who never see the grass or flowers' and live huddled together i n 
crowded courts ; but it is difficult to find a direct means for the “country 
mouse ” to help the town one. We have lately found this help in a scheme 
originated by Mrs. Battiscombe, of Eastwood, Weston super-Mare, whose 
object is that the country children should send Sunbeams to the poor or 
sick children in towns. 

The subscription is only 6d. y and the on’y promise made is to send a 
magazine each month, and not to give money. Mrs. Battiscombe has 
workers in various towns, who send her names and particulars of poor or 
sick children. She has now a large number of these children whose lives 
are brightened by the efforts of their sisters in the country. Flowers and 
garments are also occasionally sent by the Sunbeam members, and prove a 
great delight. 

Mrs. Battiscombe says of her children workers : “ I feel sure it is a 
means of drawing out their sympathies for others, and also of making them 
more thankful for their own happier circumstances. I often wish our little 
members could hear the accounts I am constantly receiving of the intense 
delight they give those poor children by their kindness, and not only this, 
but of the really good influence exercised over parents as well as children.” 

M. L. H. D. 


Dear Ediior, Can you, or any of your readers, recommend me a nice 
book of songs for young children, aged five and eight years, set to s mple 
music^ Irs. Catty s Songs for Childrai are verv nice (js. 6d .), but I 
wanted to meet with a less expensive book. 

H. B. 


“Girk^rl r iT0 ^ 1 think your readers may be interested to hear of the 
that girls edur a ?H b ’ T which is being started. It has often been thought 
door exercise 7 °" don rec l uire more scope and opportunity for ou, ‘ 
governess r ‘ S afforded b y 'he daily walk with their school and 
of starting a n T*" haVe therefore bcen formed for the purpose 
f> Gnls Outdoor Game Club. A ground has been taken at 


. _____ z.y.i 

w „,n,«ood Scrobb, (clow to the station, whence ommbttset a „ „ 

0 f London). l ,aris 

The ground will be open every day (except Sunday) and H„ • 
hours of 4.30-6 3° in summer, and 2.30-4 in winter, of at least fo ur 7 
w eek, ladies will be in attendance to superintend and teach such I ^ a 
ciicket, hockey, rounders, bowls, &c. The subscription £ “ 
Sir James Crichton Browne, F.R.S., Ur. Schofield IWe 7 c T"’ 
F.R.S., &c., have signified their approval of and interest in th °h ^ 7 
joining the General Committee. I shall be pleased to give anf ^vo X 

readers any further information.— Yours faithfully, g y f >our 

9 Pembridge Gardens, Bayswater. ^ Franklin 


dear editor, -Replying to “Y.M.’s” letter, 1 would point out one 
great disadvantage in warming a bedroom with oil-stoves. These not onlv 
send the products of combustion into the air of the room, but they consume 
the oxygen. The vitiation of the air is less than in the case of gas, but 
there is vitiation more or less. An open fire not only carries the products 
of combustion up the chimney, but secures a good ventilation for the room. 
This also is very much improved, and rendered necessary in low rooms by 
the fixing of an Arnott’s ventilator near the ceiiing into the chimney flue, 
which can generally be easily done at the cost of a few shillings. Such 
assistance to ventilation is usually more necessary in bedrooms than in 
sitting-rooms, because doors and windows are less open at night. 

W. S. 


Dear Editor, — Is it considered wise or helpful to teach history, geo- 
graphy, natural science, and the like subjects in French or German ? Oris 
it not rather learning these languages at the expense of a thorough grounding 
in and comprehension of these subjects, which are essential to a good English 
education ? 

Is not French conversation sufficient (or German) if carried on all day 
for children under fourteen ? and one hour’s regular French or German 
study. My fear would be that studying these subjects in a foreign tongue 
clouds their true sense to young minds. 

How much Latin should be learned, and what are the best preparatory 
hooks ? 

An Enquiring Guardian. 


Dear Editor,— Can you throw any light upon deceit, and how to deal 
w >'h it ? Habits of or tendencies to concealment and want of openness, 
and actual prevarication, which cannot be traced to any fright, or ear 
Punishment ; but which, from the deadly chill of the hands, seem to poi 
to some physical state of extreme nervousness (quite groundless ) 11 J 1 child 
w >o, after influenza, did suffer from severe prostration. °" s ^ 

* case be treated ? It almost seems akin to the extreme physical ftar^ 
death which even good people suffer. It seems so strange to 
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child amon°- a number brought up in an atmosphere of greatest 
gentleness, and absence of all severe measures, or even punishm 
rally, and a little help would be greatly valued. 


fra nkn ess 

ent gene.’ 


J- R. 


Dear Editor,— I get many inquiries for back numbers of the Parin' 
Review , which I cannot unfortunately supply. It may, therefore, save di 
appointment, if you allow me to say that the only volume which can no 
be obtained complete is Vol. II., of which I have some copies unbound at 
6s., or bound at 8s. 6 d., for which I shall be happy to receive orders. An- 
other old numbers, I am glad to send at 6 d. each as far as possible, but ad 
those published in 1890 are quite out of print, as also April and May, igg, 
and January, 1893. 

If any of your readers have copies of these numbers to spare, I beg them 
to communicate with me. 

Henry Perrin, 

Carlton Hill, N.W. Hon. Sec. 


Dear Editor,— I am so struck with a child’s acceptance of divine 
truth. They never question the existence of God — the proof of His love— 
or the justice of His law. I will add some of the queries my own little 
girls do put to me. But surely there is no nobler work in the world than to 
develop this spiritual instinct— to cultivate the good seed sown in their baby 
hearts by the great master hand. 

Who knows whether we should ever have had St. Paul’s epistles to 
Timothy, if his faith had not first dwelt in Lois and Eunice, so that from 
a child he knew the Holy Scriptures? And perhaps the children of the 
elect lady were known to the world later as Early Fathers. 

Georgina. Did the devil make me naughty? 

I— Yes. 

Then why do you punish me ? 

If 1 had been beautiful should I have had to be good too ? 
either^ ^ heaven and earth < whcre d ‘ d He stand before making 


t , ,~ nat colour the window-glass ? 

!' 1 don 1 ‘kink it has any colour. 

rene.— B ut it must be some colour. 

RENE. Where does the sky end up ? 

IRENE. How can Lady I). come to life again ? 


L. E. T. 


°f Teaching n»ri c, f review of the work of Monsieur Gouin on The A' 

Mr. How-ml « , lu y m S Languages, recently translated from the French 5 ) 
.V. . . wan and Monsieur Victor Betis, I stated that the principles 

that work expounds have been well known 111 






Scotland for more than twenty years. The gentleman to whom the v v 
honour belongs of employing them is Mr. William rT he h,gh 
formerly of Dundee, and more recently of Glasgow. Som^ eilht’ L ' ngU1St ’ 
he visited Aberdeen, and gave public lectures on the subiert ag ° 

very great interest, and which were succeeded by to 

cTu”h cX" ““ G " n “' n ' 

When his labours here had drawn to a dose, and ere he left us he 
founded a Linguistic Association, of which I have been president from the 
beginning, and with whose operations I am thus intimately acquainted 
Our method is to learn a language first, and, when a certain amount of 
fluency and accuracy in the use of its colloquial idioms has been acquired 
to pass on to a study of its grammar and analysis, and to a perusal of some 
of its classical works. By certain appliances invented by Mr Rod-er we 
are able to conduct large classes, sometimes numbering well on °to ’two 
hundred, and which we throw open free of charge to all who desire to join 
them. Our only condition is one of implicit docility, as that of a little 
child, to our directions. Under the Central Association with its managing 
Council, we have several clubs established in different parts of the city, 
each with a competent leader drawn from our own ranks. These meet for 
weekly practice of speech, and study of books and grammar. 

In the meetings of one or two of the more advanced of their number, 
all conversation except in the foreign tongue is forbidden. I have found it 
both a pleasure and a profit to guide this movement, and along with my 
earnest coadjutors, I rejoice in seeing our principles influencing much of 
the scholastic teaching in our community. This whole movement owes its 
origin to the eminent man whose name I have above mentioned. To him the 
linguistic secret which he after painful search discovered, is, as an evangel, 
which he is now preaching in the cities and larger towns of England, with 
the ultimate intention, if he is spared, of carrying it to the whole English- 
speaking world. It is at his request that I have accepted the honorary 
position of President of the British Linguistic Reform Society. I have 
written this letter with the desire of doing some justice to one whose name 
will live in the history of Linguistic Reform in our country. — I am, &c., 

Henry \V. Bell, M.A., 

Minister of the Free High Church, Aberdeen. 



